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The 1973 Sebring 12 Hours Winning 1973 Porsche 911 2.8 RSR  
Ex. Hurley Haywood, Peter Gregg 
Chassis No. : 911.360.0705
• Without a doubt one of the most significant Porsche 911 of all time. 

• Run by the legendary Brumos Team and driven to outright victory in the 1973 Sebring 12 Hours by Peter Gregg, 
Hurley Haywood and David Helmick. 

• Retained and preserved in the long term collection of well known Porsche collector Dr. Bill Jackson. 

• A once in a lifetime opportunity to own the car that claimed one the three most important outright wins for the 
Porsche 911 of all time.  

Since the company was founded in 1931 by Dr. Ferdinand Porsche, Porsche has been responsible for some of the most 
iconic cars of all time. Perhaps the most important of these is the Porsche 911, a design concept which has endured for 
more than half a century and is still successful both commercially on the road and in competition on the race track. 
Designed by Ferdinand Porsche’s son Ferry, the 911 was a replacement for Porsche’s 356 model and made it’s debut at 
the 1963 Frankfurt Motor Show. It was originally badged as the 901 and had a 128hp, 1991cc flat 6 engine in boxer 
configuration, which was air cooled and rear mounted and mated to a five speed manual transmission. After a mere 82 
cars had been produced, a legal challenge from Peugeot concerning the car name, led Porsche to change the name to 
911. 
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The Porsche factory did not decide to start racing the 911 immediately choosing to focus its attention on the purpose 
designed 906, 908 and 910 prototypes. However customers were quick to latch onto the competition potential of the car 
and in order to satisfy this demand the factory produced a series of “sports purpose” models designed to make the most 
of the FIA’s rules.  This started in 1968 with the 911 T/R and was followed by the 1970 S/T and the 1972 S/R.  However 
at the end of 1972 following rule changes in the World Sportscar Championship that rendered the all-conquering 
Porsche  917 obsolete, the factory decided to take development of the 911 in GT racing much more seriously. In 1973 
the legendary Carrera RS was released. Standing for Rennsport, German for Racing Sport, the RS were based on the 
production 911S and built to meet motorsport homologation rules. The 911 RS featured a larger 2,687cc, 210hp flat 6 
Type 911/83 engine with Bosch mechanical fuel injection, stiffened suspension, larger brakes, wider rear wheels and 
arches and the iconic ducktail rear spoiler. There were two options available, Touring or Lightweight, with the latter 
saving around 100kgs from the initial 1075kg weight. In total there were 1,580 examples produced, over three time as 
many stated in the homologation requirements for FIA Group 4, demonstrating the commercial success of the model. 
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The homologated Carrera RS road car allowed a modified racing derivative, the Carrera RSR to be created. The Type 
911/72 engine was bored out to give a total capacity of 2806cc which was the most that could be safely obtained from 
the magnesium crankcase. The compression ratio of the engine was increased to 10.3:1, and a series of other racing 
modifications made including larger valve sizes, twin plug ignition, a larger capacity fuel injection pump, hotter 
camshafts, lightened conrods, high butterfly induction and racing exhaust headers. Every part was optimised resulting in 
a leap in power to a claimed 300hp. Brakes were upgraded to cross drilled and vented discs with the use of 917 callipers 
ensuring high performance, which were complimented with even wider Fuchs alloy wheels and flared arches. Cooling 
was enhanced by the adoption of large Behr engine oil cooler in the front spoiler and a gearbox cooler in the left hand 
front wing. The bodyshell was stiffened at the suspension mounting points and the car ran on modified suspension 
geometry that required relocation and modification of the rear trailing arms. The result was quite a step up from the 
standard RS road car and a machine that was capable of beating much larger engined cars. 

The first international sports car race of the 1973 season was the Daytona 24 Hour race. This is one of the three most 
prestigious endurance racing events, the other two being the Sebring 12 Hours and the Le Mans 24 Hours. American 
racer Peter Gregg had been scoring class victories in Porsche 911s and 914s over several seasons with the support of his 
Florida Porsche dealership, Brumos. The team knew a 911 like few others, always insisting on completely rebuilding 
every last nut and bolt when they acquired a car to race, even when they had just been delivered brand new from the 
Porsche Factory. It was this in depth knowledge and their presence at the forefront of the US racing scene that led 
Porsche to assign one of their two entries to the Daytona 24 Hours, a works prototype 2.8 RSR, chassis R4, for the 
season opening event. Gregg and Brumos carried out their work, going through the car and undergoing changes where 
they saw fit.  
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However by the time they arrived at Daytona in early February 1973 the long, involved process of getting the new 911 
Carrera RS to be approved by the FIA for the Group 4 GT class was taking longer than usual for Porsche, approval had 
not yet arrived. Instead of competing for class honours in the intended GT class, the two 2.8 RSRs were included into 
the Prototype category, amongst the Formula 1 derived offerings from Matra, Mirage and Lola. The Brumos car with 
Gregg and young Hurley Haywood behind the wheel, showed promise in qualifying, netting 8th on the grid, 3rd true 
GT car behind two 7 litre Corvettes. During its racing debut, the 911 Carrera 2.8 RSR ran strongly with Gregg and 
Haywood, not encountering any serious problems. The same could not be said for the competition, and by the time the 
flag fell on the 24 Hour epic Gregg, Haywood and Brumos were out front by 22 laps.  

The overall victory in one of the highlights in the World Championship of Makes calendar in the 2.8 RSR’s first race 
demonstrated the competitive, reliable and robust nature of Porsche’s brainchild, and put the model firmly at the 
forefront of the international endurance racing scene. 

Following the Daytona success, R4 was recalled to the Porsche Factory in Zuffenhausen to be examined and aid with 
the development of the subsequent 2.8 RSRs produced. By the time the Sebring 12 Hours came around in mid March, 
Gregg and Brumos Racing had not yet taken delivery of their replacement car. Nonetheless, to Sebring they went, with 
the trusty 911S which they had also fielded as  a second car at Daytona the previous month .  
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When they arrived in the paddock of the Florida airfield race track for pre race testing, they were somewhat surprised to 
find a shiny new yellow 2.8 RSR sitting there. Dave Helmick, had received 911.360.0705 only days before, having 
taken delivery from importer Franz Blam in Atlanta. Helmick was an accomplished amateur racer and had brought the 
car along to Sebring to do what it had been designed for. Peter Gregg went over to talk to Helmick about the possibility 
of he and Hurley Haywood racing the 911 in the 12 Hours. Eventually a deal was struck where Helmick would loan the 
RSR to Gregg and Haywood in return for full support from the Brumos team and a single driving stint in the race itself. 

Time was scarce, and Brumos weren’t afforded their normal practice of completely going through a car before racing it. 
Instead, only the most crucial of details were carried out. An FIA compliant ATL fuel cell with dry break fillers was 
fitted, which required modification of the front luggage compartment slightly. The standard  rear roll hoop was extended 
with forward reaching top and door bars mounting into the sill. Gregg was always safety aware, and ensured that his 
race cars were going to protect, should something happen. A state of the art, two way intercom system was also installed 
into the 2.8 RSR allowing instant communications between pit crew and driver, alongside the fitment of ID lights, 
sponsors decals and race numbers. Again, the Brumos car was assigned the same number 59 as it had been at Daytona, 
this being Peter Gregg’s personal number.  
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Gregg, Haywood and Helmick ran well with the RSR in qualifying, eventually netting 4th position out of 72 starters for  
the 12 Hour endurance classic. Throughout the race, 0705 ran without any mechanical problems. Gregg and Haywood 
took on the majority of the driving time, with Helmick driving the single stint agreed previously.The only issue to 
confront them was a large piece of concrete thrown up from the track by another car which went through the 
windscreen, fortunately on the passenger side. The Brumos team had encountered the same problem at Daytona and 
with the benefit of practice were able to change the windscreen in 3 minutes rather than the 8 minutes it had taken at 
Daytona. This was pivotal as the race proved to be incredibly close with the main opposition coming from the 7 litre 
Corvettes and a pair of other Porsche RSRs. At the finish, it was Brumos who were ahead by a single 3 minute lap, 
claiming the outright victory in 0705.  

After the great success of Sebring in March ’73, Helmick went on to campaign 0705 regularly in the IMSA Camel GT 
series through ’73 and ’74. Often he teamed up with Graves and O’Steen, and the trio raced 0705 at such famous tracks 
as Watkins Glen, Mid-Ohio, Road America and Daytona. The paint and livery had changed in Helmick’s custody, 
initially it was the light yellow from delivery and Sebring, then a pale blue with red Carrera decals which was updated 
with some distinctive dark blue within red stripes down the car while in Helmick’s ownership.  

In the second half of 1974, 0705 was sold by Helmick to Albert Naon who raced the RSR for the first time at the 
Daytona Finale on 1st December 1974. By this time 0705 had been transformed into the newer 3.0 RSR wide body 
specification.  
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In 1976 0705 was sold to well known American Porsche collector Dr. Bill Jackson who preserved the RSR in its last 
raced state in his collection. 0705 remained with Jackson until 1999 when it was acquired by Heritage Motors of 
Hollywood before being sold to David Mohlman in 2001. When Mohlman bought 0705, it was still in 3.0 RSR 
specification and bore the ‘Pink Pig’ livery. It had been unused since it last raced in 1976. He commissioned Kevin 
Jeannette of world renowned Porsche race car restorer Gunnar Racing to undertake the restoration of 0705 back to it’s 
Sebring 12 Hours winning specification. 

Gunnar’s restoration was documented thoroughly, with many detail pictures logging the special Brumos details 
uncovered and the work which was undertaken. Paint archeology can clearly be seen, with all of the previous liveries 
present and the original light yellow under a thin coat of black on the underbody in these pictures while being stripped 
back in the bare metal restoration. Each part was refinished and the car was reassembled back in the original light 
yellow Sebring specification. 

In 2004, 0705 was acquired by the current owner and imported to the United Kingdom. In his ownership, extensive 
research has been undertaken into the history of 0705, and attention to details were improved on his quest for historic 
perfection. The engine and gearbox, which had not previously received attention, were rebuilt by well known Porsche 
engine specialist Neil Bainbridge of BS Motorsport. At this time, BS Motorsport undertook a thorough photographic 
record of the rebuild. This record shows the many original, period RSR details present in 0705’s period correct 911/72 
engine including the original RSR magnesium crankcase, the factory polished and lightened con-rods, original solid 
rockers, RSR cams and distinctive central camshaft oil feeds. All components on the engine are original factory racing 
parts. When dyno’d, the engine was shown to produce a strong 285 bhp. More would have been achievable but the 
owner opted to keep the engine in its original factory specifications. 
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Whilst undertaking this extensive research, the owner noticed that 
the profile of the wheel arches present on 0705 when he bought the 
car, were not exactly as the original 2.8 RSR left the factory. Bruce 
Cooper of Porsche body specialist Sportwagen was commissioned 
with the task of rectifying this detail, again with a photographic 
record of the work undertaken. Profiles were taken from the arches 
of another original 2.8 RSR arches, and the ones present on 0705 
were modified to match. 

While in the current owner’s possession 0705 has been used 
sparingly. It has run at the Goodwood Festival of Speed twice, once 
in 2008 as part of the 60th Anniversary of Porsche celebrations  and 
again in 2013 for the 50th Anniversary of the 911. Also in 2013 it 
was invited to the Amelia Island Concours where it was a prize 
winner and then on to the Sebring 12 Hours to be displayed in the  
Hall of Fame on the 40th Anniversary of its win. While at Sebring 
0705 was reunited with Hurley Haywood who drove the car for 
several laps of the circuit on the eve of the 2013 race. A short film 
was made of the reunion by Porsche Cars North America and 0705 
was featured on the front cover of Porsche Panorama magazine. Also 
in 2013 the car was displayed at the Salon Prive Concours in London 
where it won its class and at the Hedingham Classics at the Castle 
event where it was also a prize winner. 

Today, 0705 is presented in its original Sebring 12 Hour Winning specification, with all original RSR parts fitted. The 
complete history from new to present, and extensive record of period racing and recent restoration work document the 
full life of this remarkable piece of Porsche history. The importance of this car is outlined by the period Porsche 
advertising poster, showing the three RSR international winners - the prototype R4 which won at Daytona, this car 0705 
the Sebring 12 Hours winner, and the Martini liveried Targa Florio winner. 0705 is the only chance of acquiring such 
outstanding provenance with victory in one of the international endurance classics, in the hands of the Brumos team 
who are so synonymous with Porsche racing in North America. 

The Porsche 911 is an icon, and 0705 is a hugely important part of the history that gives it that status.
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