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1962 Lotus 24 BRM
Chassis No. 946

• Immaculately presented following an exquisite restoration by marque expert Peter Denty Racing. Limited mileage has 
been accumulated since, with notable outings in the Glover Trophy at the last three editions of the Goodwood 
Revival.  

• Following a convincing Pole position at Brands Hatch this year with the HGPCA, this 1,500cc BRM V8 powered 
Lotus 24 led away from the start in the recent Glover Trophy race and featured strongly before finishing 3rd against 
stiff competition.  

• With 2015 FIA HTPs, this Lotus 24 will make an excellent entry to one of the most emotive grids in historic 
motorsport, racing on some of the best circuits across Europe. 

By 1962, Lotus had made a strong name for themselves in the world of Formula 1, and were becoming a force to be 
reckoned with. This came about with Colin Chapman’s Lotus 18 of 1960, which marked a change in formula car design. 
The low and sleek 18 was the first Lotus to feature a mid mounted engine instead of the traditional front mounted layout 
as in the Lotus 16 which went before, and subsequently gains were found in chassis design, weight and stiffness.  

Initially the new Lotus 18 ran with a 2,497cc Coventry Climax FPF four cylinder engine and the so called ‘Lotus 
Queerbox’ magnesium cased sequential transaxle which further contributed to the weight advantage that the Lotus 18 
held. Success was yielded in its debut season with two World Championship victories for Rob Walker Racing and 
Stirling Moss. 
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For 1961, the Formula 1 rules changed to allow a maximum capacity of 1,500cc, and the existing Lotus 18s were fitted 
with reduced capacity Climax FPF Mk.2. Team Lotus introduced a new works run design for the ’61 season. Designated 
the 21, the new car featured a refined and improved tubular space frame chassis, which was of a more advanced build 
than the one used in the 18. The new 21 became the first works Team Lotus car to win a Formula 1 Grand Prix at the 
United States Grand Prix with Innes Ireland, and subsequently a number of the existing 18s were updated with the new, 
more streamlined bodywork and called 18/21s.  

The arrival of widespread availability on Coventry Climax’s new engine, the FWMV 1,500cc V8, and BRM’s P56 V8, 
coincided with Lotus’ 1962 Formula 1 customer offering, the Lotus 24. Team Lotus had designed and built a radical 
new car for the works team to campaign, the Lotus 25. Featuring an aluminium monocoque, it was a huge step on from 
it’s predecessor, the space frame 21, and was largely untested as the 1962 season got under way. Utilising much of the 
same suspension design as the 25, the 24 was intended by Chapman to be a conventional back up space-frame design 
which he could also sell on to privateer customers.  

Jim Clark made the 24s debut at the 1962 Brussels Grand Prix, where he qualified on pole position, only to retire just 
one lap in to the first heat. Clark then went on to take victory in the Lombank Trophy race at Snetterton two weeks later. 
The Lotus 24 made its World Championship debut with Trevor Taylor at the 1962 Dutch Grand Prix where it claimed an 
excellent 2nd place, showing the potential speed of the Lotus 24. 
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Chassis 946 was sold by Lotus to Wolfgang Seidel of Scuderia Colonia of Westphalia, Germany in 1962 and was one of 
10 Lotus 24s built. Supplied in Old English White, 946 featured a BRM P56 1,500cc V8 engine and was driven by both 
Wolfgang Seidel and Gunter Seifert under the Autosport Team banner. Chassis 946 made its race debut at the 1962 
British Grand Prix at Aintree before going on to the German GP at the Nurburgring, the Mediterranean GP at Pergusa, 
the Danish GP at Roskildering, the International Gold Cup at Oulton Park with Seidel and Seifert.  

Tony Shelly then drove 946 at the Italian GP at Monza, before Seidel took over again at the Mexican GP. In 1963, 
Seifert appeared with 946 for the Italian GP at Imola under the Rhein-Ruhr Racing Team name, and then also at the 
Siracuse GP four days later. The next month, 946 was once again entered by Seifert for the Rome GP at Vallelunga, and 
after that at the Solitude GP which would be the last outing for 946 in Europe. 
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It is recorded that 946 was then hired to Paddy Driver in South Africa to race in the Rand GP at Kyalami which took 
place in December ’63. The Lotus 24 was entered under the Selby Auto Spares name, and Driver qualified on the 4th 
row before finishing 7th in the aggregate results.  

Two weeks after the Rand GP, Driver and 946 entered the South African GP at East London. The Sheldon & Rabagliati 
Record of GP and Voiturette Racing records Paddy Driver’s exploits as follows: “Paddy Driver also failed to start due to 
rolling the Lotus in practice when a suspension part failed. Although Driver was alright, the car was beyond immediate 
repair”.  

After this misdemeanour, 946 is understood to have been returned to owner Wolfgang Seidel in Germany in its crashed 
state. From Seidel, it is believed that the crashed entity was sold to the Siffert Collection in Switzerland before ending 
up with a scrap dealer nearby. Subsequently parts were sold on to J Harper and repatriated to the UK in the 1980s, in a 
dismantled state, without engine or chassis, but importantly with the original Lotus chassis plate.  

The current owner bought the project in 1999 as a long term restoration project and began the works in 2008. Peter 
Denty Racing was tasked with the work, and a replacement chassis was constructed to original Lotus drawings, which 
were kindly leant by Classic Team Lotus. A new 1.5 litre BRM P56 V8 engine was made by Hall & Hall at a cost of 
over £100,000, along with a period correct Hewland HD5 gearbox from PDS Racing and the fuel tanks were fitted with 
bag tanks made by Premier Fuel Systems. 

Peter Denty Racing completed the restoration in May 2014, having carried out the work to the highest standards. The 
Lotus 24 was finished in Old English White and retains the original chassis plate for 946. After the restoration, the car 
undertook two test days at Donington Park with Hi Tech Racing, where the set up was fine tuned with suspension and 
damper upgrades.  

The Lotus 24 was invited to race in the prestigious Glover Trophy at the 2014 Goodwood Revival. Arguably the most 
evocative race on the schedule, the 24 made its debut with Miles Griffiths and ran in a competitive podium position 
before the race was stopped due to and incident. After the restart, the duration of the race was extended, and the 24 
unfortunately ran out of fuel. With the fuel capacity addressed, the 24 once again raced at the Goodwood Revival in 
2015, and finished a prominent 4th, right behind the first Lotus 24 home. 
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In 2016, Miles and the 24 entered the HGPCA race at the Brands Hatch Superprix in July. The 24 claimed an excellent 
pole position ahead of 2.5 and 2.7 litre cars, and finished a strong 4th in the race. Once more, the car was invited to the 
Goodwood Revival for the Glover Trophy. Miles qualified 3rd in the 29 car deep field, and made a fast start to lead into 
the first corner. Some very close battling followed, and the 24 eventually finished the race in 3rd position, claiming an 
excellent podium. 

Today, the Lotus 24 BRM is presented in immaculate condition, with it being largely fresh due to the limited running 
time that has been accumulated since the restoration was finished. Accompanied by 2015 FIA HTPs detailing the HD5 
gearbox, and spare wheels, this Lotus 24 offers a very competitive opportunity to join one of the most emotive grids, 
representing the golden era of Motorsport.
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